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Pastoral Letter to be read to the congregation of St. Andrew’s Moscow

As some of you will recall, | wrote to you already in September 2025 conveying the assurance of
my love and concern for St. Andrew’s Moscow and you its congregation. | have made a number of
visits to Moscow, including one in late September 2025 for our confirmation service at St Andrew’s.
This occasion was very encouraging. Despite the difficulties that we had to deal with, | sensed the
vibrancy and diversity of the community. | continue to share with you a deep desire for the
community to flourish and to be a place of light, healing and peace.

Unfortunately, | have now been made aware that a number of the members of the congregation of
St. Andrew’s Moscow were left feeling severely shaken after the service on Sunday, 19t October.
Reports have come to me of harassment and personal threats from employees of a private security
company. Such behaviour is completely unacceptable in any context, let alone at church. My
thoughts and prayers are with you, that you may remain strong in the face of such provocation.

Your church council is taking steps to ensure that there can be no repeat of this intimidating
behaviour. In addition, | am aware that you will be holding an Extraordinary General Meeting on
Sunday, 2" November, at which | will be present along with Archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel. | would
urge all of you on the Electoral Roll to exercise your right to vote at that meeting, so that you can
put an end to the divisions within the community and once again focus on the love of Christ, to
rebuild the vibrant community at St. Andrew’s.

Yours in Christ,

+Robert Innes
Diocesan Bishop
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